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Full STEAM Ahead……………….……Page 15


Grades 3-8 Math Assessment May 1 & 


May 2
SAT Testing OHS May 5 7:30am


Annual Budget Hearing May 8 6:00pm 


Costello Transportation Center 


OHS Prom May 12 7:00pm Bellevue 


Country Club


Budget Vote / Board Election / BoE 


Meeting May 15 6:00 District Office 


Oneida Memorial Day Parade May 25 


6:30pm 
OSMS Incoming 6th Grade Parent 


Night May 29 6:00


Ranked in Ascending Order
Julia Pickard, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Rainbow 
and Mr. Timothy Pickard
Dana Ratnarajah, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Daniel 
Ratnarajah
Taylor Kranbuhl, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert 
Smith and Mr. & Mrs. Albert Kranbuhl
Henry Froass, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Froass
Lorin Leggett, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Leggett
Scott Potter, son of Mr. and Mrs. Steven Potter
Allison Merrell, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Todd Merrell
Hannah Chambers, son of Mr. & Mrs. T. Charles 
Chambers
Alexander Vaccaro, son of Mr. and Mrs. David Vaccaro
Lukas Alter, son of Mr. & Mrs. Corey Alter and Ms. Jean 
Coolican


Class of 2018: Top Ten Graduates 


Valedictorian 
Julia Pickard  


Salutatorian 
Dana Ratnarajah 



http://twitter.com/OneidaCSD

http://www.oneidacsd.org

http://facebook.com/oneidacsd

http://facebook.com/oneidacsd

http://www.oneidacsd.org

http://twitter.com/OneidaCSD
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2018-2019 School Budget Update 


The Board of Education and administration have finalized a sound and cost-effective budget for the 2018-2019 
school year.  We continue to focus on the districts fiscal goal as we work through balancing the budget.  The 
goal is to: Provide fiscal oversight for the District by ensuring financial resources are adequate to prepare students for life, 
college and career being respectful of the community’s ability to pay for education. 
 
We believe that we have prepared a budget that maintains the high quality of education in the Oneida City 
School District that this community has come to expect. We have been able to implement savings and utilize 
reserves to offset increased costs.
   
The proposed budget includes the following:


We are proposing a tax levy increase of 2.52% which is our calculated allowable tax levy limit. On average, what 
this 2.52% increase represents for property owners in the Oneida City School District is:


The proposed budget includes the following additions and cost reductions:


Here are some important dates in relation to the budget: 
• May 8: Public Hearing, 6 p.m., Costello Center
• May 15: Board of Education Meeting and Vote by Public on Proposed 2018-2019 Budget, propositions and 


members of the Board of Education-noon to 9:00 PM at Durhamville Elementary and Oneida High School
Additionally, we will be narrating a PowerPoint presentation that will be placed on our website. This will allow 
staff and community to ‘see’ the presentation if they are unable to attend the public hearing.


Our appreciation goes out to all of our parents, families, volunteers, organizations and businesses for all that 
they do to contribute to the success of our students and our District.


Total Budget $46,550,725 5.25% increase 


State Aid $25,475,507 5.35% increase 


Tax Levy $17,460,683 2.52% increase 


On a $100,000 Home Per $1,000 of Assessed Value Per Year Per Month 


Before STAR Savings $0.596 $59.60 $4.97


With Basic STAR $0.417 $41.72 $3.48


With Enhanced STAR $0.207 $19.79 $1.65


New Budget Items Cost Reductions


• Three Elementary AIS Positions 
• Secondary Special Education staff 


member 
• Secondary Counselor / Social Worker 


• Due to retirements, we are eliminating one elementary 
position, one elementary physical education position, one 
secondary math position and a half of a secondary physical 
education position


• Kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, & grade 3 at Willard Prior will 
have one section.  We will be combining sections due to low 
enrollment. 







Oneida City School District May 2018


�3


School District Budget Notice
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WHAT YOU WILL BE VOTING ON
2018-2019 School Budget


Proposition No. 1:  Budget
“Shall the Board of Education of the Oneida City School District, City of Oneida, County of Madison, New 
York, be hereby authorized to expend the sum set forth in its proposed budget for the 2018-2019 school year in 
the amount of $46,550,725 and to levy the necessary tax therefore?” 


YES NO 


Proposition No. 2:  Buses
RESOLVED that, pursuant to Chapter 472 of the Session Laws of 1998, the Board of Education of the City 
School District of the City of Oneida, Madison County, New York, is hereby authorized to lease and expend 
therefore, including costs incidental thereto and the financing thereof, an amount not to exceed the estimated 
cost of $108,000, and for a term not to exceed five (5) years, the following motor vehicles:  five (5) seventy seat 
passenger school buses; AND, that such sum, or so much thereof as may be necessary, shall be raised by the levy 
of a tax collected in annual installments; and that in anticipation of such tax, obligations of the District shall be 
issued.


YES  NO


Proposition No. 3:  Voter Registration
Shall the Board of Education of the Oneida City School District (the “District”) be authorized,  in accordance 
with Sections 2014 and 2503(1) of the New York Education Law, to determine that registration of otherwise 
unregistered voters for voting at all special and annual meetings and elections of the District subsequent to July 
1, 2018 shall take place during such hours as shall be designated on any day when school is in session at the office 
of the District Clerk, 565 Sayles Street, Oneida New York, and the Board of Registration shall not be required 
to convene prior to the annual or special meeting or election.


YES NO
Board Seat Election
(Five-Year Term 7/1/18 — 6/30/23)


· Two seats currently held by Mr. Hank Leo Jr., Ms. Gail Whipple will be voted on at this year’s school 
district vote.


· The following community members have submitted a petition to appear on the ballot:
□  Mr. Martin Kelly            □  Mr. James Maio 


 
VOTER REGISTRATION: ALL VOTERS MUST BE REGISTERED 


You can register in person at the Oneida City School District Office located at 565 Sayles St. Oneida, NY 13421 
between 8:00am – 4:00pm Monday – Friday or call your County Board of Elections for information on 
registering or obtaining a registration form.
 
Madison County………366-2231      Oneida County……...798-5765      Toll Free………1-800-367-8683
  
POLLS WILL BE OPEN FROM NOON – 9PM AT 2 LOCATIONS:
 
1. ONEIDA HIGH SCHOOL Voters living SOUTH of the NYS Thruway  
2.    DURHAMVILLE ELEMENTARY  Voters living NORTH of the NYS Thruway
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Please know that the students’ safety, well-being and security are our number one priority.  We continue to work 
with our School Resource Officer, Matthew Ware, and our local law enforcement leaders to make every school as 
safe as possible.  We strictly enforce the NYS SAFE act which prohibits guns on any school property unless you 
are a law enforcement officer.  We also conduct multiple drills each year to ensure that both staff and students 
are best prepared for any situation should it ever arise. We continually refine our safety plans and protocols and 
look at ways we can improve our safety procedures. Additionally, we continue to work with local law enforcement 
officials to address any unsettling rumors and leads that may include social media posts or any other comments 
that may be perceived as threats.
 
Most recently our conversations have revolved around how our parents and community can assist in making our 
schools safer.  As a community, we need everyone to work together to ensure our schools remain safe.  This 
type of collaborative effort will help bring about the safest environment possible.  Here are a few things that 
anyone in our community can do to assist us:


• When you see something or hear about something, say something and contact law enforcement. We ask that 
you either contact law enforcement and/or school officials with any rumors or potential information instead 
of posting this information on social media.


• Contact school administrators to ask questions about safety procedures if you have questions.  
• When you enter school buildings, do not hold the door open for the person behind you and encourage your 


students to never let an adult into the school from exterior doors; instead, students should seek a staff 
member to assist visitors.


• Do not park in the emergency parking areas, such as the front circles at the High School and Middle 
School.  These locations are set aside to allow our local law enforcement and/or firefighters to enter the 
buildings as quickly as possible if needed.


• Stress that making a threat is not to be taken lightly and that there are serious consequences that can include 
criminal changes and disciplinary measures.


• Monitor your child’s social media accounts and phone/texting activity. Know what websites and social media 
sites your child is using.  Look at what they are posting and who they are following.


• Talk with your child about recent local and national incidents. Explain that feelings such as sadness, anger, 
disappointment, and fear can be normal responses to tragedies for children and adults.


• Watch for changes in behavior and seek help if your child needs assistance dealing with anxiety or feeling 
safe. Keep an open line of communication with your children and encourage them to tell you or another 
trusted adult if they become aware of a threat or rumor of violence.


 
School counselors and administrators can be found at the following phone numbers if you need assistance with 
your child:
    Oneida High School- 315-363-6901       North Broad Elementary-315-363-3650
    Otto Shortell MS- 315-363-1050        Seneca Street Elementary-315-363-3930
         Durhamville Elementary- 315-363-8065    Willard Prior Elementary-315-363-2190


        
Working together at school and at home, we can make a difference for our children and our school community. 
As a school, we have no greater responsibility than to provide a safe environment where our children can learn 
and grow without excessive fear and anxiety.
 
I encourage you to have meaningful conversations with your children regarding these important topics. Please 
keep in mind that building administrators and school counseling teams are available to you and your students. 


A Message About School Safety  
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Facilities News 


Pros Cons


Current system of grade 
level organization 


-Strong sense of community and 
tradition
-Relationships with families
-Community happiness with model
-Less transitions for students
-All elementary students in each 
family are in the same school
-Families seem happy with the 
current situation
-There are different opportunities in 
each school
-Smaller class size (but only accurate 
in some of the schools)
-Experienced teachers at schools 


-Student sometimes need to be placed 
outside of their neighborhood school for ELL 
and special education classes
-Too small for class placement options
-Two sections per grade level doesn’t always 
support grade level planning well
-Schools aren’t currently balanced now in 
terms of enrollment – would need to 
redistrict
-Need for redistricting to deal with different 
class sizes across schools


Grade center 
organization 


Equity of class /section size
-Teacher/student load would be 
similar
-Cost benefit of moving from 48 
sections to 40
-Advantages for grade level planning
-More options for student placement
-Advantages for scheduling specials
-More pupil personnel support
-Less need for students with 
disability to be moved
-Outdoor space could be better 
suited to age levels
-Might ease the transition to middle 
school as students would know 
students from other areas – ease 
culture shock


-Increased transitions for students that would 
be harder for students who are currently 
dealing with significant socio-emotional 
issues due to poverty and related issues. 
Students would lose the sense of family and 
wouldn’t have older siblings to help them 
with adjustments
-Would increase class size in some schools 
and the impact of transitions
-Complicates transportation
-Parents might have to go to multiple 
buildings to drop students off or visit teachers 
– the logistics for parents would be harder
-Change is hard
-Teachers would move from grade to grade 
more if there were ongoing reductions of 
grade levels


The Oneida City School District continues to work with Alan Pole and Jessica Cohen from Castallo and Silky 
LLC – Education Consultants to study the facilities at Oneida.  The study will determine if there is a better 
way to educationally and fiscally to reconfigure the grades and facilities to provide a sound instructional program 
now and in the future. 
 
It is important to note that the final report will include options for the district to consider for the future. The 
consultants will provide the Board of Education with more than one recommendations with pros and cons for 
each recommendation. After the final report is reviewed by the Board of Education this summer, the district will 
engage with district stakeholders (staff, community and parents) to review the options and make a decision 
about the future of our facilities.  This process will not be finalized until the spring of 2019.


In April, the committee continued working with the options that were generated at the meetings this year.  
They are listed below:
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Facilities News Continued
Pros Cons


Closing a school -Cost savings through reduction of 
staffing
-Some savings in transportation


-Class sizes would be close to the “capped” 
size but over time enrollment would level off 
because of enrollment decline
-Class size would be increased
-It will be hard to fit into three school 
buildings
-District would have to deal with the sale of 
another building
-The impact of closing another building 
would be significant on the community


Other Suggestions -Rebuild the middle school attached to the high school and move all elementary 
students to the middle school.
-Redistrict all elementary students
-See district office and move it into Willard Prior.  Reduce sections at Willard 
Prior to single sections per grade level.
-Move the 6th grade to the elementary school to provide more space at the middle 
school
-Look at facility issues at the middle and high schools


The Advisory Committee consists of three teachers, two administrators, two support staff, three parents, and 
three community members.  Meeting will be held in each building throughout the school year and some 
meetings will include a tour of the facility. After the tour, the meeting will start at 6:30 PM.  
 
The meetings are scheduled for:


·      May 24 at Oneida High School Library
·      June 12 at Board of Education meeting to present the final report 


 
The work of the Advisory Committee such as agendas and minutes will be posted in every 
newsletter and on the school district website   http://www.oneidacsd.org/district/special_projects/
facility_study
Furthermore, community members are welcome to attend the meetings as visitors. Each meeting will have a time 
where visitors can ask questions. 


Construction continues in all buildings with main office renovation as several buildings are almost completed. As 
we move toward the summer months, we will be preparing for field work and renovations in the main office at 
the HS.  All of buildings have been very flexible with the inconveniences of construction and the construction 
companies have done an excellent job.


State law provides that a district may receive building aid in the following school year for one project each year 
not to exceed $100,000. These projects must be paid by budget appropriation (no borrowing) and require full 
voter authorization through passage of the annual budget. This year the Board of Education has decided to 
include a capital outlay project to compliment upgrades underway at the High School through the capital 
improvement project.


Project News 



http://www.oneidacsd.org/district/special_projects/facility_study

http://www.oneidacsd.org/district/special_projects/facility_study
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Curriculum & Instruction News 
New York State Grades Four and Eight Science Tests 
All grades four and eighth grade students are required to take the New York State Grades 4 and 8 Science Tests.  
The  performance  component  of  this  assessment  will  be  administered  between May  24  and  June,  2,  2018.  
Students will take the performance component of this assessment on one of the three aforementioned days.  All 
fourth and eighth grade students will take the written portion of the science assessment on Monday, June 5, 
2018.  


The New York State Grades 4 and 8 Science Tests consist of written tests and performance tests. The written 
test consists of multiple-choice and open-ended questions. The performance test consists of hands-on tasks 
that are located at three stations.  Past editions of the science assessment may be accessed on the Internet at 
http://www.nysedregents.org/elementary-intermediate.html. 


One District, One Book Returns in May! 
Are you thirsty  to  read?  The Oneida  City  School  District  is  proud to  announce the return of  an exciting 
community  literacy  event.  One  District,  One  Book  will  be  taking  place  beginning  on  May  10th  and  will 
concluding on June 5th.  The program will again involve the Oneida community reading the same book at the 
same time. The goal of the program is to promote a culture of literacy in each home. The District will provide 
each student with a book for their parents/guardians to read to them each night. Parents/guardians are asked to 
read one chapter per night to their children. All district staff, to include teachers, support staff, administrators, 
custodians, Board members, and food service and maintenance staff will be reading a surprise book.  Kick-off 
assemblies will be held on May 10, 2018 at each of our four elementary schools for grades pre-kindergarten 
through five. A One District, One Book web page will be available at www.oneidacsd.org . Our fifth graders will 
read chapters from the book, and videos of their readings will posted online at the above website. The Oneida 
Public Library will also host an event at the end of June. Hopefully, our newest book will quench your thirst for 
reading!


Would you like a print copy of the digital newsletter? 
We are more than happy to provide any community member with a printed copy of the 
digital newsletter if they are unable to access our electronic versions.  Please contact 
Melanie Fountain at 315-363-2550 for a paper copy of the electronic newsletters.


BoE Committee News
The BOE Governance Committee has been busy reviewing several sections of the BOE policy manual this 
year. The committee has finalized a review of two sections of the policy manual this past month. Additionally, 
the committee has reviewed the New BOE member orientation proposal from last year and set dates for new 
BOE member orientation.
  
The BOE Finance and Facilities Committee has been discussing the NYS budget proposals.  The 
committee has been reviewing options regarding fund balance and tax levy.  The committee met to review 
feedback on proposed budget additions and cost reductions. The committee also reviewed information on the 
Facilities Study, building project and the sale of Oneida Castle School.



http://www.nysedregents.org/elementary-intermediate.html

http://www.nysedregents.org/elementary-intermediate.html

http://www.oneidacsd.org

http://www.oneidacsd.org
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Oneida High School
Teens for a Better World  
The members of Teens for a Better World completed two important activities in April.  Elise Spinelli from 
BRiDGES facilitated the Sticker Shock campaign with students in the organization.  They placed stickers on 
bags that local liquor stores will use for purchases with the hope that they will help to prevent people from 
driving while intoxicated.  In addition, students from this club placed posters all over the high school to kick off 
the anti-vaping campaign.  These posters display some of the negative, harmful effects that teens experience 
from vaping. 


OHS Goes to Spain 
Every other year Ms. Gleason plans a trip to Spain with a group of our Spanish students, affording them an 
opportunity of a lifetime. Students engage in the culture, history and beautiful sights in their travels. Check out 
some of the highlights of their trip. 
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Otto Shortell Middle School
National Junior Honor Society  
On Wednesday, April 4th, thirty-four 8th grade students were inducted into the OSMS National Junior Honor 
Society.  In order to be considered for this honor, students needed to maintain a cumulative grade point average 
of 90 for 6th, 7th and 8th  grade and display the five foundations of Leadership, Service, Citizenship, Character 
and Scholarship that the NJHS models.  In addition, each candidate had to complete a rigorous application 
process that included performing 5 hours of community service, writing an essay about solving a global problem 
along with obtaining 2 character references.  As members of the NJHS, these students will be involved in a 
variety of community service projects.  Congratulations to the newest members of the Otto Shortell Middle 
School National Junior Honor Society!


Home and Careers 
Fire.  Water.  Air.  Earth.  These four elements have been the foundation of many 
of the aromas and delectable dishes that have been created recently at the middle 
school.  As part of the 8th grade Home and Career Skills curriculum, students 
have been watching the documentary “Cooked” based on the book of the same 
title by Michael  Pollan.   This series explores the origins of different types of 
cooking, how culture often impacts preparation, and the effect of business on the 
evolution  of  food  creation  and  production.     After  discussing  the  topics 
presented in each chapter,  food lab groups were given the task of finding a recipe 


that addressed each particular element while also 
working within our time and budget constraints.  
One of our biggest challenges was “Air” or bread.  
For  part  one,  groups  selected  recipes  that 
included yeast  as  one of the ingredients.   From 
waking  up  the  yeast,  to  kneading,  rising,  and 
kneading yet again, students were interested and excited by what they were able 
to make with some time, focus, and planning.  Whether sweet rolls, savory pull 
apart  bread,  or  a  rustic  country  loaf,  the  results  were  indeed impressive  and 
quickly consumed!  Students are now into phase two, as we venture into the area 
of sourdough.  Our starters are very active, and I expect will be resulting in even 
more impressive and enjoyable breads very soon.  It has been a pleasure to watch 
the students take risks, try new things, and savor the results.
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Durhamville Elementary


Coins for CABVI 
By Mariam Samura and Emily Martin-Pearson


At Durhamville, we raised money for the Central Association for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired by collecting coins. In 1929, people in Utica 
formed a group to help the blind and visually impaired. CABVI helps 
with babies all the way to the elderly earn their independence. They help 
them with everyday tasks like cooking, home safety, and health and 
wellness.  CABVI also helps to teach and provide technology that talks or 
enlarges print. They also have Orientation and Mobility teachers that teach safe travel 
skills, and Teachers of the Visually Impaired that teach things like braille!


Huge thanks to Tiffany Mitrakos, the Teacher of the Visually Impaired at Durhamville 
for sharing a slide presentation showing us different sport activities.  The money raised 
for CABVI is going to their Adapted Sports and Recreation program.  They offer 
activities such as bowling, curling, skiing, tandem biking, and Camp Abilities. CABVI 
is a very important place, and we are excited that we raised money for them!


Art Class is the best! 
By Cassalyn Barriger and Addison Colvin


We like art class because it  calms us down.  When we do art it  reminds us of 
friends  that  are  artists  and  inspires  us.  It  kinda  brings  us  to  our  happy  place 
because we love to draw.


If we finish our project early we get to do free draw or color in pictures relating to 
the special occasions or holidays.  This is a good thing because some people have a 
good imagination and love to draw.  We do many different things in art.   Miss 
Kringer is our art teacher.  She is funny when she tells jokes.  If she shows us 
something for our art project and we forget it; she will always show us again, this shows how she is very nice.  
Sometimes art can be challenging but we just ask for help and Miss Kringer will tell us the steps to follow.  


The clay pots was our favorite project. We made coil clay pots.It is fun to use 
clay, if you have extra pieces, you can build with it.  I liked when we made 
penguins out of clay.  It was kinda hard but it was fun.  We still  have our 
penguins sitting in a special place. 


Sometimes we learn about famous artists.  Like when we  made self portraits.  
We  were  inspired  by  the  artist  Henri  Matisse  and  some  of  his  famous 
artworks.   “Purple Robe and Anemones” was the painting that assisted us 
with our self portraits.  Instead of painting the woman in the purple robe, we 
created us!  We used tempera paints and oil pastel.
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Famous Musician Visits Oneida 


Our 2nd – 5th Grade Durhamville Elementary students were able to enjoy a fantastic concert on April 13th from 
Grammy Award-winning Children’s Folk singer, Tom Chapin.  Along with students in grades 2, 3, 4, and 5 from 
our other Oneida Elementary Buildings, our students enjoyed a special field trip during the school day to hear 
the exciting, educational, and entertaining work of this world-renowned children’s musician.  He was able to visit 
Oneida to perform this concert for our students and a second evening concert on April 14th, both sponsored 
through the generosity of the Oneida Performing Arts Council.  We would like to sincerely thank the Oneida 
Performing Arts Council for this wonderful opportunity.  You may remember his famous brother, Harry Chapin, 
who had many popular hits, such as “Cats in the Cradle.”
 
Students in all  classes enjoyed singing and dancing to a variety of Tom’s most famous songs. Many of their 
favorites include: “Family Tree,” “Picnic of the World,” “Dance, Dance, Dance,” “This Pretty Planet,” “State 
Laughs,” and “What is a Didjeridu?”   3N is very excited to go see Tom Chapin LIVE in concert!We interviewed 
some third grade students regarding their thoughts before the concert.
 
Caylee: “I think it is going to be very interesting and fun. This will probably be a lot of kids first time ever going 
to see a real singer in concert.”
 
Andy:  “The best day of my life!”
 
Hayleigh: “I think the concert is going to be an interactive sing along. I hope we can get up and dance!”
 
Third Grade even devoted their “Be Fit” time to singing and dancing to Tom Chapin songs in preparation for 
the big show!  We are very excited to go see Tom Chapin LIVE in concert!
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North Broad Elementary
Breakout with the Four C’s: 
Critical Thinking, Communication, Collaboration, and Creativity 
By Kelli Claflin


To celebrate the conclusion of their insects unit, second graders in Ms. 
Claflins’  class  used  critical  thinking,  communication,  collaboration, 
and creativity to solve a Breakout Edu puzzle titled, Butterfly Brain 
Twister!
This  Breakout complemented our Insects  anthology in Listening & 
Learning nicely. Students worked in teams of four to solve the various 
puzzles that would open our Breakout boxes and lead us to the lost 
butterflies in our mission.
The  tasks  included  examining  and  identifying  chrysalids,  explaining  the  life  cycle  of  a  butterfly,  reading  a 
Reader’s Theater script about The Very Hungry Caterpillar to find clues, using math skills and reading a map of 
the United States to identify and track patterns in butterfly sightings.  
Second graders had 45-minutes on the clock to use teamwork and critical  thinking to put all  of their clues 
together. Their task was to make sense of them in order to beat the clock and find the combinations to the five 
locks on their Breakout boxes. 
After successfully breaking out, we came back together as a whole group to reflect on this unique experience. 
Students agreed that teamwork and communication were essential in being successful, as well as not giving up 
even when we felt frustrated. 


By Erika Netwon
As part of their science class, Miss Newton launched fifth graders on a journey into space that involved critical 
thinking,  communication,  collaboration,  and  creativity  to  uncover 
top secret launch codes!
Our breakout box supplemented a unit on Space Systems: Stars and 
the Solar  System; one of  the performance expectations under the 
Next Generation Science Standards.  The mission of  the breakout 
boxes broke students up into space crews of four. There were five 
total crews and each crew was part of a brand new spaceship: The 
U.S.S. Breakout. The U.S.S. Breakout explored the solar system on 
the  most  ambitious  mission that  humankind had ever  attempted.  
The top secret launch codes were locked in the large lock box, and 
the  crew only  had  45  minutes  to  get  them or  they  missed  their 
launch window.
Students were taxed with reading a Mission Briefing which prompted students to use classroom Chromebooks 
to enter a url link. This URL brought them to a broadcast audio message from NASA, a navigation computer 
Google form, and a launch codes Google form. In addition to the mission briefing, students were given a top 
secret mission envelope which included a coded message, planet facts chart, and a space word search. Each of 
these items were used to open the three locks on the large lock box and the one lock on the small lock box. The 
mission concluded after students broke out of the boxes and entered the launch codes. Upon entering the launch 
codes, students were brought to a video where they viewed a real spaceship blast into space. To conclude the 
mission,  students completed an exit  ticket where they reflected on their  participation and objective-related 
questions. 
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Par for the Course: NB Huskies Impress with Golf Skills 


Not many students can say that they work with a golf professional as an elementary student! Ruth Weydig, golf 
coach at MVCC and golf professional at the Oneida Community Golf Course, led our 3-5 students through a 
five-week intramural program focusing on golf basics including:


Proper grip
Posture
Setup
Aiming
Essentials of short game


The program concluded with a field trip to Turning Stone Golf Dome where students were able to put their 
skills into practice. With thirty students participating, this program is one that students are still talking about! 


The 2018 Golf  Intramural  Challenge Cup Team was  formed with golfers  from this  after  school  program. 
Students  from  North  Broad  Street,  Seneca  Street,  Willard  Prior,  Morrisville  Eaton,  J.D.  George,  E.A. 
McAllister, and W.A. Wettel will play at Oneida Community Golf Club in hopes of taking home the coveted 
championship title. This year’s North Broad Street team includes Zachary Chesbro, Kennedy Curro, Abigail 
Urtz, Gregory Walpole, Daniel Maxxam, Kieran Griff, Lewis Joslyn, and Julie Stoddard.


Thank you to Ms. Weydig for sharing her knowledge and passion for golf with our North Broad Huskies! We 
look forward to continuing this valuable partnership in 2019!
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North Broad Third Graders are Full STEAM Ahead 


It’s no secret that students are naturally curious about the world and how things work. This natural curiosity is 
the catalyst for creativity and innovation in areas including science,  technology,  engineering,  the arts,  and 
mathematics (STEAM).


Mrs. Gillander from The Oneida Public Library inspired our third graders to think, engage, and create with 
one another during a two-week STEAM enrichment group. In just two weeks, our Huskies:


Participated in an an engineering challenge using fifty plastic cups to construct the tallest tower that could 
stand on its own and construct a tower that could withstand wind.


Explored circuitry with Snap Circuits. Students tried out different plans to make a disc fly, music play and a 
light turn on.


Created "Math About Me" self portraits using mathematical concepts and facts about themselves.


Our students couldn’t get enough of this hands-on experience! Thank you to Mrs. Gillander for bringing this 
opportunity to North Broad Street Elementary! We look forward to future partnerships with OPL!
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Seneca Street Elementary
Seneca Street Celebrates National Library Week 
Seneca Street Library joined libraries around the world to celebrate National Library Week, April 8th - 14th.  
Mrs. Lennox selected the theme “Oh the Places You Can Go with Your Library”.  Students participated in many 
events planned to celebrate their library and the joy of reading. Best of all, the library also unveiled all of its new 
books!


Monday started the celebration with bookmarks and pencils for all students. During library, 3rd grade enjoyed a 
yummy book buffet! They traveled from table to table to look at books from different genres. The students 
completed their own order ticket highlighting their favorite book choices.  Tuesday students explored the land 
of fairy tales and folktales. Students made special visits to the library to check out fairy tale and folktale books 
throughout the day. Kindergarten went on a magical journey to the Land of Once Upon a Time and received 
special surprises to take home!  On Wednesday, students read about their favorite animals and many checked 
out animal books to read at home. First graders enjoyed signing animal songs during library and created animal 
stories on the iPads.  Also on Wednesday, Mrs. Lennox was very excited to host Mrs. Gillander from Oneida 
Public Library! During the day, Mrs. Gillander lead first graders in  ABC Yoga. After school at Seneca, Mrs. 
Gillander  conducted  a  2nd  and  3rd  grade  STEAM activity.   The  adventures  continued  on  Thursday,  were 
students  explored  the  world  without  leaving  Seneca  Street!  Students  checked  out  books  about  different 
countries all day. In 2nd grade, students focused on learning more about Mexico. Their library time was full of 
stories, songs, and the Mexican Hat Dance! After school Thursday 4th and 5th grade students participated in an 
exciting Virtual Reality STEAM workshop.  On Friday, all students came to school dressed as their favorite 
book character.  The students and staff enjoyed the full week celebrating the library and books next week with 
the students!
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Seneca Street April Showers Toiletry Drive 
April  showers,  bring  May  flowers!   Students  and  staff  at  Seneca 
Street collaborated to plan a month long toiletry drive to support 
the Food Backpack Program for the Oneida City School District 
and to help restock local food pantries with items that often times 
are in short supply.  Fifth graders from Mrs. Murphy’s class assisted 
Child Family Support Provider, Mrs. Reisman, with announcing this 
collection to the school community at Morning Program on April 
4th.  The students shared the “April  showers,  bring May flowers” 
message and shared with the school the list of items being collected.  
During the  skit/announcement,  the  students  showed examples  of 
what items could be donated, including:  laundry detergent, deodorant, shampoo/conditioner, bars of soap, 
toothbrushes/toothpaste, dish soap, tissues, paper towels and toilet paper.  The school was challenged to fill a 
large box with needed items, with the goal of celebrating this act of charity with a pajama spirit day at the end 
of the month.  The students filled the box by the week’s end and added another collection box!  Thank you to 
all the students and families that showered our community with acts of kindness and love during this spring 
collection drive.


3rd Annual Seneca Street Poetry Recitation Contest 


Awesome job to all participants and winners of the 3rd Annual Seneca Street Poetry Recitation contest! Special 
thanks to all of our great teachers that help put this event together as well as our guests judges, Mrs. Zehr, Ms. 
Lane, Mr. Kirkpatrick and OHS senior Amber Jenkins. 
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Willard Prior Elementary
Game Day! 
 Mrs.  Haeger’s  Pre-k  hosted  parents  and  family  members  for  game  day!  
Students  and  parents  came  together  to  learn  about  playing  board  games 
together.   Students  learned  valuable  turn-taking  skills  and  practiced  using 
communication with the partners in their groups.  Everyone had a very fun 
time!


Game Day! 
Mrs.  Urtz’s  Pre-K has been very busy!  They have been learning all  about 
plants! They’ve learned all of the parts of a flower and their functions. They 
had  fun  making  sunflower  projects  and  acting  out  the  functions  of  each 
flower part. They’ve also learned what plants need so that they could plant 
their  own cup  of  grass!  Pre-K has  also  been  working  on  identifying  and 
sequencing numbers as well. They made 10 Fantastic Flowers! They certainly 
are working hard in Pre-K in preparation for kindergarten!
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April Showers bring May Flowers  
April showers bring May flowers and Mr. Weaver’s class has been anxiously awaiting spring! In order to prepare 
for the spring weather we have been learning about the different parts of a flower and their function. The kids 
created their very own flower and labeled the different parts of it. We learned that the female part of the flower 
known as the carpel or pistil is made up of 3 different parts; the stigma, style and ovary. Did you know that the 
anther is the part of the flower that produces pollen? We recently learned this as students used a hand lens 
(magnifying glass), gloves and a Popsicle stick to dissect a Lily. The students were able to take the parts of a 
flower,  glue  them onto a  piece  of  paper  and label  the  parts  correctly.  They  were  very  excited  about  being 
scientists for a day! Next, we will learn how pollen transfers from one flower to another, we will “Bee” very busy.
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OCSD Foundation  
Oneida CSD Foundation - Golf  Tournament Fundraiser  
The Oneida Education Foundation is looking for sponsors and participants for their annual golf tournament. 
The golf tournament is the Foundation’s main fundraiser for student scholarships and classroom grants. 
Please  consider  sponsoring  a  hole  or  participating  in  the  tournament  to  help  the  foundation  provide 
scholarships and classroom grants to our very deserving students and teachers. 
For  more  information  and  entry  forms  please  visit  http://www.ocsdfoundation.org  or  visit  us  on  Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/oneidacsdfoundation/ 


Golf Tournament Sponsored by: 
 Community Bank 


Date: Saturday, May 19, 2018


Time: Registration at 12:00pm


Shotgun Start at 1:00pm 


Cost: $85 Single  / $320 Team 


$100 Hole Sponsor 


$30 Dinner Only 


Hole in One Contest: Win 
a 2018 Chevrolet Cruz  
Sponsored by Wilbur 
Duck!


Steak Dinner at Primo on 
the Greens at Kanon 


Valley!


The Memorial Brick Garden is located in front of Oneida High School.  Bricks can be ordered at any time.  
Proceeds fund Student Scholarships and Teacher Grants. Check the Foundation Website at: ocsdfoundation.org  
or contact the District Office at 363-2550, ext. 2010 for more info on any of the above.


Save The Date: Wall of Distinction Annual Dinner: Saturday, September 29, 2018 at Theodore’s, Canastota, 
Cocktails begin at 6:00 PM 



http://www.ocsdfoundation.org

https://www.facebook.com/oneidacsdfoundation/

http://www.ocsdfoundation.org

https://www.facebook.com/oneidacsdfoundation/

http://ocsdfoundation.org

http://ocsdfoundation.org
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Oneida’s Athletic Hall of Fame 


Oneida City School District is pleased to announce the creation of an Athletic Hall of Fame that has been 
established to: celebrate Oneida City School District athletics; honor the past success of individuals, teams, and 
coaches; inform students & the community about the program’s history; promote school strength & unity; and 
reconnect alumni with the school.


A committee of alumni, coaches, student-athletes, and district administrators have been working to establish 
eligibility criteria, a nomination process, and a timeline. 


Nominations for the Inaugural Class of Inductees can now be made online at the Oneida City School 
District website at:  http://www.oneidacsd.org/departments/athletics/athletic_hall_of_fame/. 


Please take the time to nominate a worthy Athlete, Coach, Team or Community Member. If you would like 
assistance please contact Stacey Tice at stice@oneidacsd.org .


Alumni Involvement 


In the meantime, an alumni group has been working to raise funds for a recognition award and reception and an 
electronic display system.  They also expect to create an alumni scholarship to be awarded annually at the 
Athletic Award ceremony which is held in June. Donations for the AHOF can be made by mail to the Oneida 
All-Sports Booster Club and through a Go Fund Me Page:    https://www.gofundme.com/gofundmecomohsahof. 


To learn more about the work of the alumni group they have created a Facebook group “Oneida School 
District Athletic Hall of Fame...Now Arrived!” that keeps alumni updated with current team information, 
scrapbook photographs and articles about Oneida.


The Oneida Athletic Hall of Fame is made possible through the generous efforts and hard work of many OHS 
Graduates, Coaches, Teachers and Students. With special thanks to:  Ed Meacham, Pete DuChene, Christine 
Conte, Mark Ponte, JP Gleason, Duey Weimer, Jack and Trish Cavallo, Matt Brown, Jen Parker, Mary Beth 
Albro, Evelyn Leibl, Jeff Didio, Kristin Hicks, John Markle, Cyndi Bobo, Jamie Jones, Molly Moyer, Ajay Hicks, 
Julianna DePerno, Mya Cordell, Brian Gallagher, Tony D’Arcangelis, Stacey Tice and Mary-Margaret Zehr.



http://www.oneidacsd.org/departments/athletics/athletic_hall_of_fame/

mailto:stice@oneidacsd.org

https://www.gofundme.com/gofundmecomohsahof

http://www.oneidacsd.org/departments/athletics/athletic_hall_of_fame/

mailto:stice@oneidacsd.org

https://www.gofundme.com/gofundmecomohsahof
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Oneida CSD - There’s an App for That! 


Oneida CSD now has an App that is both iOS and Android compatible. With this App you will be able to see 
the following information: District News, Newsletter, Events, PeachJar, Lunch Menu, Sports Schedules, DASA 
Form, Student Registration, Facebook, Twitter, Schooltool, Exchange, & WebHelpDesk. The app will also be 
able to run push notifications from our Emergency Broadcast System for lockdowns and snow days. 


Schooltool Student Portal and Parent Portal  


Schooltool Student Portal and Parent Portal provides access to the information stored in our Student Data 
Management System. A component of this system is a secure, web-based portal for accessing student’s grades, 
attendance and other important information. The District has long provided parents and legal guardians of 
students in grades 4-12 access to information in Schooltool through the Parent Portal as a way of encouraging 
participation in a child’s education and improving communication between students,  parents/guardians,  and 
District Staff. Now, students in grades 6-12 will have access to the same information with their own usernames 
and  passwords.  For  more  information  please  visit  our  website  at  www.oneidacsd.org  and  click  on  Staying 
Connected.


Staying Connected 


PeachJar  


As part of our efforts to be more environmentally friendly, embrace innovative technology, and maintain fiscal 
responsibility, the Oneida City School District uses a digital flyer delivery through Peachjar, a free online service 
for schools. This “green” initiative will saves our schools tons of paper and reduces copy costs by thousands of 
dollars. School-approved digital flyers will be sent directly to parents and guardians who see them as visually 
engaging images right on their smartphone or computer screen. Additionally, all flyers will be posted to each 
school’s website. Peachjar also manages flyer distribution and works directly with outside organizations. To sign 
up for Peachjar visit www.peachjar.com  and click on the ‘sign up’ button to register.


Parents do not need to login to receive or view school eflyers. School memos can still be viewed on the district 
and  school  homepage  by  simply  clicking  on  the  Peachjar  icon.  The  login  is  to  manage  e-mail  delivery 
preferences.


www.oneidacsd.org twitter.com/OneidaCSDfacebook.com/oneidacsd


School Messenger Emergency Broadcast Systems  


The Oneida City School District uses the SchoolMessenger calling system to keep parents and staff members 
informed. SchoolMessenger is a trusted platform to communicate on a mass scale for any school emergencies, 
school-related  cancellations,  or  non-emergency  community  engagement  events.  The  system  works  by 
delivering a pre-recorded telephone message, text message, or e-mail to contacts specified by parents and staff 
members. Phone numbers for SchoolMessenger are collected during the enrollment process or by filling out 
the form found online at www.oneidacsd.org  >Staying Connected > School Messenger. You can e-mail the 
form to Lori Cimpi at lcimpi@oneidacsd.org  or by faxing the form to 315-366-3485. 


Any time your phone number has changed, you are encouraged to contact the student registration office to 
update your child’s records.  Lori Cimpi in student registration can be reached at 315-361-6072.



http://www.oneidacsd.org

http://twitter.com/OneidaCSD

http://www.oneidacsd.org

mailto:lcimpi@oneidacsd.org

http://www.oneidacsd.org

http://www.peachjar.com

http://www.peachjar.com

http://facebook.com/oneidacsd

http://www.oneidacsd.org

mailto:lcimpi@oneidacsd.org

http://www.oneidacsd.org

http://twitter.com/OneidaCSD

http://facebook.com/oneidacsd

http://www.oneidacsd.org
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Safety First 
Oneida City School District has a responsibility to focus on the safety and 
well-being of our students.  Should our schools be impacted by a national 
or local emergency, the district has response plans in place that follow the 
lead of law enforcement.  Depending on the nature of the issue at hand, 
students may be transported home or kept at school until  it is safe to 
transport them home.   In the event of an emergency, we ask that parents 
refrain from coming onto our campus or calling our schools since it is 
critical  that  we  have  full  use  of  our  telephone  lines  for  emergency 
communications.
In an emergency, parents can get information, instructions, and updates 
from the following communication sources:


✓ District Web site- www.oneidacsd.org 


✓ We will also be using our School Messenger phone system to notify parents of closures, delays, and early 
dismissals. Please visit www.oneidacsd.org > Stay Connected > School Messenger for more information. Or 
you can call Lori Cimpi in Student Registration at 315-361-6072.


✓ Oneida school closings will be announced on the following broadcast outlets:


✓ RADIO stations: WFRG-104.0, WLZW-98.7, WIBX-950 AM, and WODZ-96.1


✓ TELEVISION stations- News 10 Now, WKTV (Channel 2), WSTM (Channel 3),


✓ WIXT (channel 9), WUTR (channel 20) and WFXV (Channel 33)


There are a variety of ways that you can help the district with emergency preparedness and communication.
✓ Make sure the personal information provided to the school is accurate and up to date. If you have a change 


in work or emergency contact phone numbers, please let the school know as soon as possible.
✓ Make sure caregiver information is current.


✓ Do you remember where you recommended your child go if dismissed early? Does that person know your 
child is designated to come there?


✓ Make  sure  the  person  that  you  have  designated  as  an  emergency  contact  for  school  is  aware  of  this 
designation. Make sure your child knows as well.


✓ Make sure your child has a key to your house in case of early dismissal. Have a back-up plan if they are locked 
out of the house (e.g., go to a neighbor’s house?).


✓ Discuss what you would like your child to do if they come home early due to emergency/weather related 
dismissal. Should they call you or someone else to confirm their arrival home?


✓ Be patient. If you are having difficulty getting through to the school during an emergency, remember - the 
district may be flooded with incoming calls. Stay tuned to the media.


We live in a challenging period and face many complex issues. Please be assured that we will take all necessary 
steps to keep your children safe.


A copy of the Oneida City School District’s Emergency Response Plan is available at the district office.



http://www.oneidacsd.org

http://www.oneidacsd.org

http://www.oneidacsd.org

http://www.oneidacsd.org
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www.oneidacsd.org 


#OneidaStrong


twitter.com/OneidaCSD


facebook.com/oneidacsd


Oneida High School 315-363-6901
Brian Gallagher, Principal 
Jennifer DePerno, Assistant Principal 
Stacey Tice, Assistant Principal/ Athletic Dir.


Otto Shortell Middle School 315-363-1050
Todd Widrick, Principal 
Amanda Larson, Assistant Principal 


Durhamville Elementary 315-363-8065
Margaret Visalli, Principal 


North Broad Elementary 315-363-3650
Eric Coriale, Principal 


Seneca Street Elementary 315-363-3930
Molly Hagan, Principal 


Willard Prior Elementary 315-363-2190
Moira Yardley, Principal


District Office 315-363-2550
Mary-Margaret Zehr, Superintendent
Tina Lane, Asst Sup. for Instruction 
James Rowley, Asst Sup. for Finance
Genevieve Brauner, Admin for Technology and 
Special Programs


Student Registration 315-361-6072
Lori Cimpi


Transportation 315-363-5470
Mike Klenotiz a
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Mr. John Elberson, President
Ms. Melinda Bowe, Vice President 
Mr. Robert Group
Mr. Hank Leo Jr 
Ms. Alicia Lippert
Ms. Jennifer Parker
Ms. Gail Whipple
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